[Number of diagnoses in the final report and in the medical record].
One hundred patient records of an internistic outpatient clinic were evaluated retrospectively for differences regarding the number of diagnoses in the documentation and the final report. Whereas the final or interim reports on the average contained 2.8 clinically relevant diagnoses, screening of the total documentation let the number rise to 3.5. Mainly the reports qualified as qualitatively poor led to overlooked or neglected relevant findings. Our results underline the importance of a meticulously kept medical record for a medical practice of high standards and responsibility.